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Mar 04  Lenten Soup Supper 6:00

              Lenten Service 7:00

Mar 05  Bible Study 3:00

              Church Council 4:30 

Mar 11  Lenten Soup Supper 6:00

              Lenten Service 7:00

Mar 12  Bible Study 3:00

              Girl Scouts 6:00

Mar 15  Quarterly Congregational 

                 Meeting during Fellowship Hour

Mar 18  Lenten Soup Supper 6:00

              Lenten Service 7:00

Mar 19  Caring Ministry 10:00

              Bible Study 3:00

Mar 24  Parish Post Deadline 5:00

Mar 25  Lenten Soup Supper 6:00

              Lenten Service 7:00

Mar 26  Bible Study 3:00

              Girl Scouts 6:00

Apr 01  Lenten Soup Supper 6:00

              Lenten Service 7:00

Apr 02  Bible Study 3:00

              Church Council 4:30

Apr 04  Spring Cleanup 9:00

Apr 09  Maundy Thursday Service 7:00

                St. James

Apr 10  Good Friday Service 7:00 

                St. James

Apr 11  Easter Egg Hunt 
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PLANTING THE SEEDS
 
Whispering Pines and the Pinehurst area is really a lovely place to live.  We live in the Sandhills of North Carolina where not too far from our church are fields where farmers plant tobacco, cotton, wheat, corn, and soy beans.  These crops don’t just come up by themselves.  They need seeds to be planted, watered, and fertilized to grow and be harvested.  What a wonderful sight to drive by and see the fields rich with the harvest knowing the work and effort the farmer endured. 
 

I am thinking that religion is a lot like a farm.  The church is like the barn.  If we don’t plant the seeds the church (barn) will remain empty.  The fertile land is out there waiting for the seed to be planted.  I have said this more than once, this area’s population is one of the fastest growing areas in Moore County and probably ranks as one of the fastest growing areas in the state. 
 

The fertile land is here, we the members of St Paul Church must plant the seed.  Like all farmers we must decide what seed to plant and where it will grow.  Like all farmers we need helping hands to help with the planting.  We have several farmers working in our church needing help to plant the seeds of St Paul Lutheran Church in the Pinehurst area. Our Caring Ministry farmers meet every third Thursday at 10 AM at the church to assemble Cancer Care Kits.  Why not join these farmers who are planting St Paul Church seeds?  Farmer Pam Venet needs help spreading the seeds of Outreach.  Why not become a helping hand for Outreach?

Submitted by George Venet

Children’s Sunday School follows our Worship Service in the Choir Room.  After the children grab a snack, they are invited to join the class.
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Every Thursday at 3 PM, Pastor Melms leads a Bible study.  During the hour Pastor Melms discusses the readings for the coming Sunday.  You can find the readings on the monthly calendar attached to the Parish Post.  
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I just want to thank everyone who called, visited, provided food, sent cards and prayed for me when I had surgery.  Prayers were answered but I have a long way to go to full recovery.  Please continue to pray that all goes well.  Thank you again.  It is nice to be a part of such a loving and caring congregation.

Louise Jensen




Quarterly Congregational Meeting will be March 15th during the Fellowship Hour in the Fellowship Hall.  So grab a drink and a snack quickly so the meeting can get underway in a timely manner.
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Reque:




Janice Blue (Multiple Melanoma Cancer)

Elise Sierpinski (Surgery )

Bob Rigsby (Agent Orange )

Donnalee Buzas (Knee Replacement)

Alisa Mahoney (Hip Surgery)

Tom Harp (Abdominal Surgery)

82nd Airborne Division in Iraq

Amy Schmidt (Serious illness)

Elaine Fetters (Back Surgery)

Louise Jensen (Back Surgery)

Elwin Harp (Hip Surgery)

Phillip Fulghum (Prostrate Cancer)

Megan McClung (Brain Tumor)

Lee Neuasier (Breast Cancer)
Emily Madison (Breast Cancer)
Rob Torns (hip replacement)
Charles Aquino (Poly-cystic Kidney Disease)
Bob Schultz (Home Dialysis)

Tim Miller (Brain Cancer)

Sandra Shepherd (Bladder Cancer)
Frank Fabish (Cancer)
Jennifer Lewis (Breast Cancer Surgery)
Sondra Nelson (Back surgery)
George Dupy (Kidney Transplant)
Lennard Mills (Cancer)
Mary Schmidt (Multiple Melanoma Cancer)

Kristi Brenneman (Breast Cancer)

Michelle DeMassi (Breast cancer)

Bob Thompson (Recovering from a Stroke)

Lloydene Meilbrecht

If you know of anyone who should be removed from or added to our prayer list, please email George Venet at gvenet@aol.com.  Thank you!
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"Let's Not Forget"
Deuteronomy 5:15a - You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was the man who made Sherlock Holmes famous.

I can't be sure, but I don't think he ever wrote about the time when the great detective and his sidekick, Dr. Watson, were on safari in Africa. In the middle of the night, Holmes awoke, nudged his companion, and asked, "Watson, look up at the sky and tell me what you see."

Deliberately, Dr. Watson replied: "Holmes, I see many things. Astronomically, I see millions of galaxies. From the placement of the stars, I see that time is about half-past three. Meteorologically, I can see we have every possibility of enjoying a sunny day tomorrow."

Holmes asked, "Is that all you see?"

Watson finally had to admit, "Yes, that's all I see. Is there more?"

With a sigh Holmes said, "Yes, Watson, you are not seeing someone has taken our tent."

Watson had managed to miss the single thing that should have been most obvious.

In similar fashion, I see a great many people following in Watson's footsteps. Newspapers report wonderful advancements in knowledge; the radio and the internet talk about breakthroughs in technology; television points to the marvels of modern science. They all tell us we live in a most wondrous time.

Still, if these are the only things we see, like Dr. Watson, we're missing the most obvious.

We are missing the Lord's handiwork in the affairs of humankind. Now, it would hardly be the first time such a thing has happened. The people before the biblical flood thought they could do without God. And after the deluge they raised a tower to show their contempt of the Deity.

When the Children of Israel, having seen God's miracles in Egypt and having experienced His guidance through the Sinai, were prepared to enter the Promised Land, God spoke to them. He reminded them not to forget they were there because He had brought them there. Then He concluded it all by saying, "Remember."

Remember. That's what God's people in every generation are supposed to do.

We are to remember. Now remembering the Lord who has given us all ought to be elementary, but it isn't. As proof, I can say every nation throughout history has managed to forget God and give into the sin of pride. Every global power, having enjoyed a period of prosperity, looks around and concludes that they—not God—have earned what they have. They forget.

Well, we are not completely responsible for what our nation remembers or forgets, but we are in charge of our homes and our own lives. We can remember how the Lord sent His Son to be the sacrifice who saves us—how Jesus gave His life so we might have life, or we can forget. We can remember the resurrection and the Savior's triumph over sin, death, and the devil and, most certainly, we can remember to thank the Savior with our lives—or, sadly, we can forget.

THE PRAYER: Dear Lord, every good and perfect gift comes from You. May we remember to give thanks for them and for the greatest gift of all: the salvation that is ours through our Savior's sacrifice. In His Name we pray. Amen.

Taken from the Daily Devotion, "Remembering," by Rev. Ken Klaus, former Speaker of The Lutheran Hour

Reflection Questions:
1. How do you keep in mind the helpful or nice things people do for you?
2. Why is it so easy to forget God in our everyday lives?
3. What do you do to keep your memory sharp? Do you apply any special mental techniques to remember things?
Used by permission; all rights reserved by the Int'l LLL (LHM). 
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The Caring Ministry meets the 3rd Thursday of every month at 10 AM.  During this time we assemble Cancer Care Kits.We would enjoy having you join us the 3rd Thursday to be a part of this important out-reach to the community and the world and for a time of fellowship.

We also provide transportation to doctor appointments, hospital, shopping, etc. when requested.  We can also provide meals if there is a need.  If you or someone you know in the St Paul family or in the neighborhood who is in need, please contact Louise Jensen or Claireann Haines.  

If you are willing to help with this by driving, providing a meal or even visiting someone in need again let Louise or Claireann know.  This ministry is here to help our church family and those in our community.
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In January we assembled 50 Cancer Care Kits and delivered them to the Oncology Department in Pinehurst.  Items included in these kits are:

Tissues (small individual)


Small Prayer or Inspirational Booklets


   [like Portal of Prayers (we have been


   substituting Inspirational bookmarks)]


Bottles Water (small bottles)


Pencils (sharpened or mechanical)


Puzzle Books


individually wrapped candy


Sandwich Cracker packs


Gift Bags or white lunch bags (which


we mark that they are a gift


from St Paul)

Your donations are greatly appreciated.  Donation of any of the above items can be put in the basket in the Narthex.  Or if you would rather have a member of Caring Ministry to purchase the items for you, simply add a little extra to your Sunday envelope and mark the last line Caring Ministry and the amount of your gift.

These kits cost a little over $2 each to assemble, really this isn’t much when you consider the blessing it gives to the recipent.  Thank you to all who have donated to this mission with not only items and/or money but also with the time you give helping to assemble and deliver the kits and with your ongoing prayers..  

In addition to the kits, we also deliver cancer caps to the unit.  If you are interested and have time to knit or crochet caps, your effort will be welcomed.  If you need directions, there are some posted in hallway across from the Fellowship Hall.
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Suggested food items are:  1 pound bags of rice, boxed mac &cheese, dry pinto or lima Beans, canned fruit, vegetables, soup, meat or corned beef hash, peanut butter,  jelly, oatmeal, crackers, cookies, graham crackers, ginger snaps.  

Suggested Hygiene Products are:  soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, shampoo, deodorant, toilet paper, tissues.

They also accept new and gently used:  sheets, blankets, towels and washcloths.

[image: image10.jpg]



"One Good Book"

Matthew 24:35 - (Jesus said) "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will not pass away."

The history of the Bible through the years is as impressive and as fascinating as is its origin. The development adds to the significance of the fact that it is the book of all time. There were anxious moments, even before the Bible had been completed. Before the reign of Josiah, king of Judah, the children of Israel had turned to idols and had practically forgotten about the true God. So great was their indifference that the Book of the Law was misplaced somewhere. Think of it, the book of all time collecting dust in an old storage room! Hilkiah, the high priest, found it while cleaning out the temple. And good men rejoiced in its discovery.

In New Testament times the history of the Bible parallels the history of the Christian church. Will Durant, in his work, titled Caesar in Christ, wrote this: "There is no greater drama in human record than the sight of the few Christians, scorned or oppressed by a succession of emperors, bearing all trials with a fierce tenacity, multiplying quietly, building order while their enemies generated chaos, fighting the sword with the word, brutality with hope, and at last defeating the strongest state that history has known. Caesar and Christ had met in the arena, and Christ had won."

Today's powerful forces are determined to destroy the Bible and its gracious influence. Voices are heard predicting that the Bible has outlived its usefulness and will pass out of existence. Don't you believe it! Those who predicted the Bible will lose its hold on the hearts of men and will soon be forgotten can be sure of one thing: history will make a fool of them, as it has made fools of countless others. Shortly before his own death, Vladimir Lenin, the leader of the Soviet Union, said, "I expect to live long enough to attend the funeral of all religion." No man will ever attend the funeral of the Bible. As Jesus said, "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My Words will not pass away."

The Founding Fathers of the United States were mostly men who read the Bible, believed in it, and lived by it, to some degree. Can it be that today we who live in the U.S. are con
fronted with so many critical problems and so much moral laxity because we and our leaders have largely forgotten the book?

I believe the problems men face today would be greatly alleviated if the truths of the Bible were applied to them. This is also true of the individual. The Bible offers us a comforting hand in our bereavement, a steadying hand in our fear and anxiety, and a forgiving hand in our sinfulness. It gives us purpose and direction. It tells us we are fashioned by God Himself and that He loves us and is interested in our lives.

And it tells us that we would be forever lost were it not for our Savior, God's own Son, who gave Himself up to the cross for our sins. Now, for Jesus' sake, we are saved by God's grace. The Bible, in all its glorious revelation, was written for you and me to make us wise unto salvation through faith, which is in Christ Jesus alone.

THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, You have spoken to us through Your Word, the blessed Scriptures we can read in so many languages. Teach us to plumb their depths—and live! Amen.

From "The Book of All Time," a sermon excerpt by Rev. Dr. Armin Oldsen, former Speaker for The Lutheran Hour

Reflection Questions:
1. Do you have a regular plan for reading the Bible? How do you do it?
2. Heaven and earth will pass away before Jesus' words do. What is something He's said that you are glad will last through all eternity?
3. When is the last time you remember applying God's Word to your life? What were the circumstances?
Used by permission; all rights reserved by the Int'l LLL (LHM). 
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Kids in the Divine Service
Why do we celebrate Lent for 40 days?

Don’t forget what Lent is all about! It is a time when we are reminded of what Jesus gave up for us, and a time when we look forward to and prepare for His death and resurrection!

We celebrate Lent for six weeks, or 40 days, as we remember Christ’s temptation in the wilderness in the Gospel of Matthew. There Jesus was without food for 40 days.

We remember the temptation of the Israelites in the desert after the Lord had delivered them from Egypt. This lasted 40 years.

Finally, we can remember the story of Noah and his family. After 40 days and 40 nights of rain, the Lord delivered them as He promised.

During these 40 days of Lent, we remember God’s faithfulness to His people and how His faithfulness is complete in Jesus, our Savior. Jesus remains faithful to us, always being where

He promises to be: in His Word and Sacraments. Wow! What a Savior

Hey! What happened to the “a” word?

There’s one word we often use

in the Church that isn’t used

during Lent. Usually we use it after

responsories, antiphons and other parts of our worship. Have you guessed what the word is yet? If you guessed “alleluia,” then you are right. We stop singing and saying “alleluia” during Lent and won’t speak it again until Easter morning.

What does “alleluia” mean and why don’t we say it during Lent?

“Alleluia” is a Hebrew word that means “Praise the Lord.” Since we focus on the sufferings and death of Jesus during Lent, we stop using this joyful word until we celebrate Jesus’ glorious resurrection. On Easter morning the first words you hear will be: “The Lord is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia

Why do we have a week called “Holy Week”?

Why would we refer to a week as being holy? The word “holy” means that it is from God. That’s why we call the Bible “holy.” It isn’t just any book. It is God’s living Word given to us for our salvation! The same goes for Holy Week. This is “God’s Week.” This is the week in the Church Year when Jesus actually paid for our sins and won our salvation!

Which days are in Holy Week?

There are particular days during Holy Week that are extra special. During Holy Week we celebrate Palm Sunday, when Jesus went to Jerusalem and people celebrated His arrival; Maundy 

Thursday, when Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper; Good Friday, when Jesus died on the cross; and Holy Saturday, when we await His resurrection on Easter Sunday!
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Each Sunday we have volunteer chances for you to help your Church Family and serve God:
Church Care – Open the church for service, set up for the Fellowship for before and after the worship service.  Clean-up following the fellowship.  Check with Elsie and she will give you the low down on this.

Altar and Sanctuary Care – Prepare the Altar for Service, Communion and clean-up after service.  See Jean Davis or Carol Schneider for more information.

Greeters/Ushers – Welcome those attending the service, hand out bulletins, have visitors sign the visitor’s log, record the shermon, collect offering, usher Communicants to the table for Communion and collect bulletins left in pews and separate the order of service and put in the Church Office.  See Chris Mancuso if you have questions or need more information.

Lector – Read the lessons for the day

Communion assistant – assist the Pastor during Communion

Back up secretary – be able to help publish the weekly bulletin and monthly Parish Post when our volunteer/s are away.  See Claireann Haines for more info.

There are sign-up sheets posted in the Fellow-ship Hall.  Please join those already serving our Lord.

Thank you to all our volunteers for helping make our Worship Service move smoothly.  Bless you!
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We will be cleaning up the outside property on Saturday, April 4 from 9:00 AM to noon.  If you can help (even for a short time), please let me or Elsie know. We would like to have a count of the helpers before that morning since we are planning to end it with a pizza lunch and need a rough figure to know how much to order.  Bring whatever will make it easy for you to pick up small branches, pine cones, etc.

Let’s spruce up the property for Easter and Spring.

1. What time of day was Adam created?

Just a little before Eve.

2. Who was the fastest runner in the race?

Adam. He was first in the human race.

3. Why are atoms Catholic?

Because they have mass.

4. Why didn’t they play cards on the Ark?

Because Noah was always standing on the deck
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   Phil Guzzo      March 05
   Bruce Shepherd  March 05
   Anna Young      March 07
   Ben Whaley      March 11

   Patricia Gee    March 17
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Dennis & Eddie Bruner  March 15
If we have missed your birthday or anniversary or have a wrong date, we do apologize.  Please send the information to ParishPost1@gmail.com or put a note in Church Office.  We will add you to our lists.  Thank You.
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2020 Church Council:  l to r – Chris Mancuso, Henry Fuhrmann, Gary Gee, Rich Mancuso, Pastor Melms, George Venet, Jeff Brasier, Michelle Dusch, Pam

Venet
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Girl Scout Troop 757
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	Weekly and Monthly Parish Post Preparation

If you have any announcements to be included in the weekly Parish Post please submit them to ParishPost1@gmail.comby 5 PM the Wednesday prior to service.

March Monthly Parish Post articles need to be sent to ParishPost1@gmail.com by 5 pm Tuesday, March 24th.  Please feel free to send in articles of interest, Recipes and/or pictures of our Church family (which includes your family … have a new grandchild, share their picture and let us ooh and ahh with you).

Thank you.




CONTACTS

Pastor John Melms

(307) 214-8166

Email:   jmelms@yahoo.com
Pastor’s Normal Office Hours
Tue. 9:30 to 12:30
Thur. 9:30 to 5:00
Fri. 9:30 to 12:30

Church Email

StPaulLutheranChurchSandhills@gmail.com
Church Website

www.stpaulinthepines.com
Church Facebook Page

St Paul Lutheran Church Sandhills NC
Church Phone

910-949-2345

Church Council

George Venet

910-949-2470

Outreach

Pam Venet

910-949-2470

Property

Henry Fuhrmann
910-695-0509
Education

Michele Dusch
910-673-3369
Weekly and Monthly Parish Post

Claireann Haines/Carol Schneider

    910-582-5807   /   919-498-2269
Email:  ParishPost1@gmail.com
The Parish Post
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